
Director
Dr. Patricia Bishop 
Patricia.Bishop@ucf.edu
Vice Provost and Dean, 
College of Graduate Studies
University of Central Florida
(407) 823-6432

Program Directors

Barry University (BU)

Dr. Graham Shaw
gshaw@mail.barry.edu
305-899-3207
Medical Biotechnology

Florida A&M University 
(FAMU)

Dr. Ashvini Chauhan
ashvini.chauhan@famu.edu
850-561-2248
Environmental Biotechnology

Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU)

Dr. David Binninger
binninge@fau.edu
561-297-3323
Business Biotechnology

Dr. Theodora Leventouri
leventou@fau.edu
(561) 297-2695
Medical Physics

Florida International 
University (FIU)

Dr. DeEtta Mills
millsd@fiu.edu
305-348-7410
Forensic Science

Dr. Chin-Sheng Chen
chenc@fiu.edu
305-348-3753 
Engineering Management

Dr. Irtishad Ahmad
ahmadi@fiu.edu
305-348-3172
Environmental Science of 
Construction Management

Florida State University (FSU)

Dr. Jack Quine
quine@math.fsu.edu
850-644-6050
Biomathematics

Dr. Jeff Chanton
jchanton@fsu.edu
850-644-7493 
Aquatic Science

Dr. Giray Okten
okten@math.fsu.edu
(850) 644-8713
Financial Math

Dr. Janet Peterson
jpeterson@fsu.edu
(850) 644-1979
Scientific Computing

University of Central Florida 
(UCF)

Dr. Peter Kincaid
pkincaid@ist.ucf.edu
(407) 882-1330
Simulation (with ERAU)

Dr. Graham Worthy
Graham.Worthy@ucf.edu
407-823-4701
Conservation Biology

Dr. Sheau Lang
slang@mail.ucf.edu 
(407) 823-2474
Digital Forensics

Dr. Henry Daniell
Henry.Daniell@ucf.edu
(407) 823-0952
Biotechnology

Dr. Tim Kotnour
timothy.kotnour@ucf.edu
407-823-5645
Engineering Management

Dr. Aaron Liberman
Aaron.Liberman@ucf.edu
(407) 823-3264
Healthcare Informatics

University of Florida (UF)

Dr. Ian Tebbett 
ittebbett@ufl.edu
(352) 273-6871
Forensic Science, 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry

Dr. Richard O. Snyder
snyderr@ufl.edu
(386) 418-1642
Translational Biotechnology

University of Miami (UM)

Dr. Jill Richardson and Dr. Brian 
Soden
bsoden@rsmas.miami.edu 
jrichardson@miami.edu 
(305) 284-2180
Marine and Environmental 
Science, Meteorology

University of North Florida 
(UNF)

Dr. Radha Pyati
radha.pyati@unf.edu
(904) 620-1918
Environmental Studies

University of South Florida 
(USF)

Dr. Inge Wefes
iwefes@health.usf.edu
(813) 974-5360
Biotechnology, Bioinformatics 
and Computational Biology

Dr. Jeffrey Ryan
ryan@shell.cas.usf.edu
813-974-6492
Environmental Geosciences 

University of West Florida 
(UWF)

Dr. Matthew Schwartz
mschwartz@uwf.edu
850-474-3469
Environmental Sustainability 
and GIS, Biomedical / 
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Please visit our website for more information and a complete listing of programs and 
participating institutions www.flpsm.org
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Biotechnology
Planned PSM programs include 
Bioinformatics and Computational Biology, 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry, and Medical 
Biotechnology that are planned for this 
industry sector.

Environmental / Sustainability
Planned PSM programs include 
Environmental Science, Aquatic Science, 
and Conservation Biology

Forensics / Homeland Security
Planned PSM programs include Digital 
Forensics and Forensic Science

Healthcare
Planned PSM programs include Healthcare 
Informatics, Medical Informatics, and 
Medical Physics.

Simulation / Aviation
Planned PSM programs for this sector 
include the joint Modeling and Simulation 
PSM program between Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University and the University of 
Central Florida.

PSM Degree
A STEM program that 
translates science to business  
The PSM is a new kind of degree that 
prepares graduates for work in active 
science, combines technical competencies 
with workforce skills, and leads to careers 
outside of academia.

These programs will assist Florida in economic development and building a workforce that 
serves these industry clusters important to the future of Florida’s economy. The Florida 
Statewide Initiative is developing 28 PSM programs in the state to promote workforce and 
economic development, by more closely aligning education and careers. These 28 programs 
are being developed in the following five industry sectors:

Elements of PSM
This two-year degree includes four 
key elements: 

1. Industry advisory board; 

2. In-depth study in a science 
driven field; 

3. Industry internship; and 

4. Professional development 
courses intended to emphasize 
written and oral communication, 
leadership, business, and team-
building skills

Interdisciplinary scientists.
PSM students receive advanced training at 
the cutting edge interfaces of science and 
technology.  The combination of science 
with workplace skills and experience means 
PSM graduates who are prepared, saving 
employers time and money in professional 
development.

Excellent communicators.
PSM programs attract students who:
1. Are looking for scientific careers 

in business, government, or 
nonprofit sectors 

2. Thrive in team-oriented environments and
3. Seek career advancement.

Innovative problem-solvers.
The PSM capstone experience is a team 
oriented, multidisciplinary research project 
addressing challenges and opportunities 
in the real world.  The PSM graduate’s 
capstone and internship experiences 
prepare them to hit the ground running for 
your company.

Quick Facts
• There are over 200 programs 

at nearly 100 colleges and 
universities in 30 states and the 
District of Columbia.

• In the last year alone, the 
number of PSM programs grew 
33 percent; the first nationwide 
program was started in 1997.

• In academic year 2008-2009 
there were over 2,600 students 
enrolled in PSM programs.

• The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 includes $15 million 
for the development of PSM 
programs through the National 
Science Foundation.

• Offer paid internships 

• Participate in curriculum development 
of programs

• Present real world examples for use in 
classes and projects within program

• Discuss benefits of PSM programs with 
employees, Florida Board of Governors, 
Florida Legislature, Workforce Agencies

• Offer to serve on PSM advisory 
boards or the statewide 
advisory board

• Hire PSM graduates
• Sponsor a member of your 

     workforce.


